
 
 

 

 

 INTRO TO ECO-PRINTING with Dawn Edwards 

Releasing Nature’s Secrets 
 

Workshop Date: Saturday, August 7, 2021  
Workshop Time:  10:00 - 5:00 p.m. (with a break for lunch) 

Location:  Liberty Hyde Bailey Museum Barn  

   903 S. Bailey Ave  South Haven, MI 49090 

 

Workshop fee: $100 (Bailey Museum members- $90) 

Materials fee:   $35 per workshop participant 
* Materials fee includes wool felt to make 2 eco-

printed scarves or table runners, written instructions, 

eucalyptus leaves (which yield a delightful and 

surprising contrast to our local leaves in the printing 

process), natural dye materials. 

Class Maximum:  12 

Skill Level:   All are welcome.  
 

************************ 

 

Workshop Description: If you’re not familiar with eco-printing, also 

known as botanical printing, it quite simply refers to leaves and plant matter 

that print when bundled and simmered for a period of time. Eco-printing 

differs from ‘natural dyeing’…while both use natural plant materials, natural 

dyeing more commonly results in a fabric being dyed in one particular color. 

With eco-printing, you will actually see the wonderful leaf prints on your 

piece. Eco-printing is gaining in popularity all around the world…Come and 

find out why.   

 

Using simple, natural plant materials, we will transform our wool felt 

through the extraction of color using eco-dyeing techniques, a method discovered by Textile Artist India 

Flint.  

Dawn will bring along a selection of eco-printed samples for participants to study and she’ll explain how she 

achieved the results. We’ll discuss bundling methods and then we’ll move on to wrapping our own bundles, 

using wool felt. Once wrapped, the bundles will be heated for several hours to aid the release of colors from 

the leaf matter.  

 

As, this is an introduction to eco-printing in a condensed format, our focus will be 

printing on protein-based fiber, in our case, wool. Cotton/linen, etc. are cellulose 

fibers and require a different approach. 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Participants will need to bring:  

 An assortment of leaves…not all leaves print. Some of my favorite leaves which print well: Rose leaves, 

Oak Leaves, Maple Leaves, Catalpa Leaves, Geranium Leaves, Sumac (Rhus Typhina) leaves, Black 

Walnut Leaves, Peony leaves. 

 If participants could collect onion skins - the papery outer skins help to 

make for a nice dye bath. If you have them bring them along, please.  

 Plastic bucket or beach pail.  

 Rubber gloves. 

 Strong string to tie your bundles (I like cotton butcher’s string/twine as 

it is strong). Note from Dawn: If you can break the string with your 

hands, it’s not going to be strong enough for the eco-printing.  

 Scissors to cut string. 

 An old towel 

 1 wood dowel (8-12” length x 1-2” diameter) 

 1 hollow copper pipe (12” length, 1-2” diameter) …Can be found at Menards, Home Depot, etc. 

 1 piece of iron rebar (12” length, 1-2” diameter) …. Can be found at Menards, Home Depot, etc.  

 Plastic spray bottle. 

 Black Sharpie permanent marker. 

 Lunch- the museum will provide coffee and donuts in the morning 

 Optional: Waterproof apron  

 

Dawn Edwards Artist Bio:  
Dawn Edwards is a felt artist and tutor based in Plainwell, Michigan. Dawn 
specializes in fun, out-of-the ordinary felt hats and sells her work under the label 
‘Felt So Right’. She teaches extensively within the USA and internationally, 
including Australia, Ireland, Northern Ireland, and Chile. Her felt art has 
appeared in numerous exhibitions, magazines and books, including ‘Worldwide 
Colours of Felt’ by Ellen Bakker/Textile-link, and several issues of the Australian 
‘Felt’ Magazine, and the International Feltmakers Association (IFA) journal, ‘Felt 
Matters’. Dawn is the co-coordinator of the not-for-profit ‘Felt United’, with over 
7,000 members around the world. Felt United is celebrated internationally and 

annually on the first Saturday of October, with the goal of connecting feltmakers around the globe.  
Dawn’s website:      http://www.feltsoright.com  
Dawn’sFacebook:   https://www.facebook.com/DawnEdwards.FeltSoRight 
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